Clinical and imaging profile of patients with new-onset seizures & a presumptive diagnosis of eclampsia - A prospective observational study.
To study the clinical and imaging profile of patients with new-onset seizures with a presumptive diagnosis of eclampsia. This was a cross-sectional study, conducted in a tertiary teaching hospital, on pregnant women presenting with new onset seizures with presumptive diagnosis of eclampsia excluding those with pre-existing neurological conditions. Demographic details, medical and obstetric examination findings were noted. All women underwent neuroimaging within 5 days of onset seizures. Presumptive diagnosis of eclampsia was made in 0.7% (n = 186) of women delivering during the time period. Most women (55.4%) presented with seizures in the antenatal period. Neuroimaging is performed in 130 cases and it was found to be abnormal in 45.4% of women (59/130). Most common associated neurological condition was Posterior Reversible Encephalopathy Syndrome in 20% (n = 26) followed by Cerebral Venosus Sinus Thrombosis in 10% (n = 14). All six women with primary intracerebral haemorrhage succumbed to the disease. New-onset seizures may be the initial presentation of uncommon and unpredictable complication of pregnancy with serious maternal/ fetal morbidity and mortality. Neuroimaging will help in these patients to avoid the delay or misdiagnosis, resulting in early initiation of specific treatment which will help to improve and optimize outcomes.